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We are a Catholic School family dedicated to nurturing and

celebrating a love for Jesus Christ and educating the whole

child with academic excellence.
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Principal's CornerPrincipal's Corner
Dear Parents,

How quickly these last four months of the calendar year have gone
by as we close the books on 2021. While we have had to make
many adjustments these past two school years, we were happy to
be able to see the return of so many of our beloved activities with
Christmas Shoppe, field trips, after-school groups and sports and so
much more.

As we approach the new year, I would like to remind everyone of
the “Open Enrollment” period for current school families. The dates
are Jan. 10-21. Also in January, I'm happy to say we will once again
have our Open House on Jan. 30 from 1-3 p.m. This will include both
buildings. The new building is coming along quite nicely. We hope
to have our middle school students in the new building mid-to-end
of January.

A few other highlights from this issue:
Mr. Barker has some important reminders in his Bulletin for
students and parents to read.
We have another volunteer opportunity for families on Jan. 15
to help Gleaners Food Bank collect food for the hungry.
Details are included below.
The Adoration Chapel is open to school families anytime
during the school week from 6 a.m. - 6 p.m.
Our Teacher Spotlight is on our first grade teachers this month
and the awesome job they do growing little readers.

I would like to wish all of our families a very blessed Christmas and a
Happy New year! I hope that everyone has an opportunity to spend
time with family and friends. Keep safe and stay healthy.

http://stlawrence-school.com
http://www.stlawrence-school.com
http://www.factsmgt.com
http://www.stlawrence-school.com/cafe
http://www.mightymustangs.com
http://www.stlawrence-school.com/calendar


Mrs. DiMercurio

MR. BARKER'S BULLETINMR. BARKER'S BULLETIN

We are in the final days of Advent and about to enter the Christmas season! “Behold,
the virgin shall be with child and bear a son, and they shall name him Emmanuel,”
which means “God is with us” (Matthew 1:23). Alleluia!

As we break from school for the Christmas recess, I would like to share a few reminders
and recommendations. Student adherence to dress code has become lax in recent
weeks. We have been doing random uniform checks and issuing detentions for any
student in violation. If you have any questions regarding the dress code, refer to the
student handbook, which can be found on the school website under the ‘Parents’
tab.

Students (predominately middle school) have been using their cell phones during
school. Cell phone use is strictly prohibited during the school day, as well as after
school waiting for pick-up and on the bus (baring an emergency). Cell phones need
to be turned off and kept in their locker or backpack. Any cell phone that is
seen/heard during the day will be confiscated and returned to a parent at the end of
the day.

Speaking of cell phones [and social media], it has come to our attention that many
parents are not checking what their children are viewing, posting, texting, and/or
saying. This is unwise and can be extremely dangerous. We cannot begin to tell you
how many times we have had to handle incidences of mean behavior and
inappropriate cell phone/social media use that happens outside of school and is
eventually brought into the school day. If you are not already doing so, we highly
recommend that you monitor and check your child’s cell phone daily!

Relevant to the topic of social media, I recently read an interesting article written by
Detroit native, Mitch Albom. It’s worth a read. Mitch Albom ArticleMitch Albom Article

Blessings be upon you and your families for a safe, healthy, and merry Christmas!

DATES & DEADLINESDATES & DEADLINES

Dec. 22 - Jan. 4Dec. 22 - Jan. 4 -  - Christmas BreakChristmas Break

Jan. 10-21Jan. 10-21 -  - Open EnrollmentOpen Enrollment

Jan. 17 Jan. 17 - Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. Day - NO SCHOOL- Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. Day - NO SCHOOL

Jan. 18Jan. 18 -  - Chastity Education Workshop @ 6:30 in Social HallChastity Education Workshop @ 6:30 in Social Hall

Jan. 20Jan. 20 - Candid/Group Photo Pictures - Candid/Group Photo Pictures

Jan. 22Jan. 22 - 8th Grade Confirmation Retreat and Rehearsal (9 a.m. - 1 p.m.) - 8th Grade Confirmation Retreat and Rehearsal (9 a.m. - 1 p.m.)

Jan. 28Jan. 28 - End of Second Marking Period - End of Second Marking Period

Jan. 30Jan. 30 - Catholic Schools Week Open House (1-3 p.m.); - Catholic Schools Week Open House (1-3 p.m.);

https://www.mitchalbom.com/losing-our-religion-and-replacing-it-with-the-church-of-social-media/


Jan. 30Jan. 30 - New Family Online Enrollment Begins - New Family Online Enrollment Begins

Jan. 31 - Feb. 4Jan. 31 - Feb. 4 - Catholic Schools Week - Catholic Schools Week

Feb. 11Feb. 11 - New Family Online Enrollment Ends - New Family Online Enrollment Ends

Feb. 18Feb. 18 - NO SCHOOL (Teacher Professional Development Day) - NO SCHOOL (Teacher Professional Development Day)

Feb. 21-25Feb. 21-25 - Winter Break - Winter Break

PARISH NEWSPARISH NEWS

Visit our Adoration Chapel - Visit our Adoration Chapel - Our Lord is Waiting for You!Our Lord is Waiting for You!

Did you know the St. Lawrence Adoration Chapel is
now open? Start your day off right with our Lord after
drop-off. Or instead of waiting in your car at pick-up,
sign up to spend some quiet time with our Savior.

The Chapel is open Monday-Friday from 6 a.m.-6 p.m.
Entrance is in front of the Church at the 'X' door on the
Utica Road side.

Adoration SignAdoration Sign
UpUp

Dec. 30 High School Youth GroupDec. 30 High School Youth Group
Kick-Off MeetingKick-Off Meeting


The St. Lawrence High School Youth
group is kickstarting the group with a
special day-long retreat titled 'Eve of'Eve of
the Eve - What's in a name?'the Eve - What's in a name?'

High Schoolers are invited to attend a
fun day on Dec. 30 from 10 a.m. - 9
p.m. as they learn the meaning behind
their names and of the statues around
St. Lawrence.

Members will be voting for the name of
the Youth Group at this event. Lunch
and dinner are included. Register with
Jack Novak by Dec. 22 at
jnovak@stlawrenceparish.com.

Habitat for Humanity VolunteerHabitat for Humanity Volunteer
OpportunityOpportunity

High Schoolers 15+ are invited to join
the St. Lawrence High School Youth
Group for a day of service on Jan. 15
for Habitat for Humanity Restore.

Meet at St. Lawrence at 8:30 a.m. and
the shift is from 9 a.m. - 1 p.m.

If you are interested in
volunteering or being a chaperone,
please contact Jack Novak at
jnovak@stlawrenceparish.com or 586-
731-5072 x244.

https://www.signupgenius.com/go/10c0f4ca8a62ba5f58-stlawrence


Sacrament Dates

First Communion Class for OlderFirst Communion Class for Older
Students:Students: (Grades 3-8) begins in
January.

If your older child is a candidate for First
Reconciliation or First Communion,
then we offer family-based classes to
assist you.  Please contact Lisa
Rajnicek, Director of Continuing
Religious Education, for information. 

 
2nd grade Communion Candidates2nd grade Communion Candidates
Retreat:Retreat: Saturday, Jan. 8, 2022 – 9:30
a.m.-11:30 a.m. in the church.

Candidates for First Communion
attend with a parent

 
8th grade Confirmation Candidates8th grade Confirmation Candidates
Retreat:Retreat: Saturday, Jan. 22, 2022 – 9:00
a.m.-1:00 p.m. in the church.

Candidates for Confirmation attend
with Sponsor or Parent

52 Sundays52 Sundays

52Sundays52Sundays for 2022 has arrived! Copies
are in the CRE Office and Gathering
Space while supplies last. Suggested
donation $10.

You can also subscribe for free weekly
emails at https://www.52sundays.com/https://www.52sundays.com/
 
Join our Parish Facebook Group StL's 52StL's 52
Sundays - Reclaiming the Lord's Day forSundays - Reclaiming the Lord's Day for
Faith and Family Faith and Family by clicking the link
below.

StL 52 Sundays Facebook LinkStL 52 Sundays Facebook Link

SPIRITUAL CORNERSPIRITUAL CORNER

Our Lady of Guadalupe Feast DayOur Lady of Guadalupe Feast Day
Dec. 12 was the feast day of Our Lady of Guadalupe.

Our Lady came to offer faith, hope and consolation to the oppressed natives

of Mexico. She put an end to the bloody human sacrifice of the Aztecs and

converted ten million natives in the next 10 years!

On December 9, 1531, Our Lady appeared to Blessed Juan Diego who was a

recently converted Aztec. She asked his to go to the Bishop and request him to

build a church for her on the barren hill of Tepeyac, which is now part of

Mexico City. Our Lady wanted to show her merciful love to all of her children.

The Bishop asked Juan to ask the Lady for a sign. Juan did so and Our Lady promised to give him the sign.

https://www.52sundays.com/
https://www.facebook.com/groups/822004188224685


On December 12, Our Lady again appeared to Juan on Tepeyac Hill and told him to pick the Castilian roses

which miraculously appeared there and bring them to the Bishop as a sign for him to believe her request.

Juan gathered the roses into his cloak, or tilma, and brought them to the Bishop.

When he opened the tilma to show the roses, the Image of Our Lady appeared on it. The Bishop then built

the church as Our Lady requested. Human sacrifice ended in Mexico. Our Lady of Guadalupe, which

means crusher of the serpent's head, brought the light of the true faith, crushed the false gods of Mexico,

and established an era of peace with the conversion of 10 million natives to Christianity within 10 years.

The image on the tilma still exists today and can be seen at The Basilica of Our Lady of Guadalupe in Mexico

City. There are many symbolisms included in the tilma that native Aztec Indians would understand. To read

more about the symbolism, click on the link below.

Reading the TilmaReading the Tilma

TEACHER SPOTLIGHTTEACHER SPOTLIGHT

This month we celebrate our first grade teachers, Mrs. Bush, Mrs. Grove, Mrs. Kania and Mrs.This month we celebrate our first grade teachers, Mrs. Bush, Mrs. Grove, Mrs. Kania and Mrs.

Kehrig. This team does an extraordinary job in taking our first graders' reading and writing skillsKehrig. This team does an extraordinary job in taking our first graders' reading and writing skills

to the next level. Their patience and dedication to their students is evident as they keepto the next level. Their patience and dedication to their students is evident as they keep

them engaged, learning and growing their love of Christ. Let's meet this wonderful teamthem engaged, learning and growing their love of Christ. Let's meet this wonderful team

below and give thanks for our first grade teachers!below and give thanks for our first grade teachers!

Mrs. BushMrs. Bush

Mrs. Bush has been teaching for 13 years and this is her first year with St.
Lawrence. She has been married to her husband Larry for 19 years and
has three boys - twin boys in tenth grade and her youngest is attending
St. Lawrence in third grade.

Favorite Saint: Favorite Saint: Saint Henry. She was married on Saint Henry’s Feast Day in
Saint Henry’s church in New York.

Advice: Advice:  Always try your best. Take pride in everything you do and you’ll
always be proud of yourself!

Mrs. GroveMrs. Grove

Mrs. Grove has been teaching at St. Lawrence for five years. She earned
her Bachelor's Degree in Elementary Education from Oakland University.
She has been married to her husband Mike for four years, and they are

https://www.catholiceducation.org/en/culture/catholic-contributions/the-amazing-truth-of-our-lady-of-guadalupe.html


expecting their first baby in March! In her spare time, she enjoys traveling
Michigan and looking at all the lighthouses with her husband. 

Favorite saint:Favorite saint: St. Monica

Advice: Advice: I want my students to know that we are a team. No matter what
life throws at them, they have me cheering them on the entire way. 

Mrs. KaniaMrs. Kania

Mrs. Kania has been teaching first grade for eight years and this is her
second here at St. Lawrence. She graduated from the University of
Michigan with a degree in Elementary Education.

Reading is, and has always been, one of her favorite things and now
she loves to teach students to read and develop a love for reading
and learning. 

She and her husband have two children, Logan and Mackenzie, who
are in 3rd and 1st grades, and a little Yorkie named Casey.

When she's not teaching, Mrs. Kania loves to travel with her family, watch her children participate in
sports and spend as much time outside as possible enjoying warm weather. 

Favorite Saint: Favorite Saint: Saint Christopher
Advice: Advice: You are brave, you are strong and you can do hard things.

Mrs. KehrigMrs. Kehrig

This is Mrs. Kehrig's 11th year teaching at St. Lawrence
and 22nd year teaching total. She received a Bachelor's
Degree in Science from Siena Heights University and a
Master's Degree in Early Childhood Education from
Oakland University.

She celebrated her 28th wedding anniversary with her
husband Jim in November. She has three children Bailey
24, Megan 22, Nicholas 19, and her fur baby Lucy.

Mrs. Kehrig loves gardening, reading and looking for hummingbirds in the summer. They remind her of
angels on earth.

Favorite Saint: Favorite Saint: Saint John and St. Mary Magdalene. She likes them because they were both with
Jesus at the end of his life on earth.

Advice: Advice: I have always told my own child “I’m glad God gave you to me.” I believe God does the
same for each child he puts into my class and life every year.



SCHOOL NEWS & UPDATESSCHOOL NEWS & UPDATES

K of C Christmas Poster Contest Winners

The St. Lawrence Knights of Columbus are excited to
announce the winners of this year’s poster
contest. There were multiple entries from each grade,
making it difficult for the Knights to choose. 

Congratulations to each of our grade winners from
Kindergarten through 8th: Elianna Tor, Kaitlyn Girodat,
Simon Wisneski, Katarzyna Lucas, Riley Wisneski, Merrill
Sanchez, Izabella Frederick, Helena Lucas, Lauren Sanchez, and Joseph Penkala!!! 

In addition, the STL Knights of Columbus are excited to present the posters of Kaitlyn
Girodat, Merrill Sanchez, Lauren Sanchez, and Joseph Penkala as they move forward
to the state competition. Congrats to all who participated. Merry Christmas!

AthleticsAthletics

Instructional Basketball (3rd/4th grade
teams) is in need of game clock
operators. The first game will be held
Saturday, Jan. 8. This is a paid position.
If interested, please contact Matt
Bultinck at matt_bultinck@yahoo.commatt_bultinck@yahoo.com.

Come out and cheer on our Mustangs!
For a list of upcoming JV and Varsity St.
Lawrence basketball games, please
click herehere. 

Spring time is just around the corner! If
anyone is interested in coaching Baseball
or Softball, please contact Matt Bultinck
at matt_bultinck@yahoo.commatt_bultinck@yahoo.com. 

Gleaners Food BankGleaners Food Bank
Volunteer OpportunityVolunteer Opportunity

Calling all STL family, friends, school
or church groups! Volunteer together
to help Gleaners Community Food
Bank of Southeastern Michigan
help feed our hungry neighbors on
Saturday, Jan. 15, at either the
Shelby Township or Sterling Heights
Kroger.

Volunteers will stand at the inside
entrances and exits of the store to
greet shoppers and hand out lists of
food items that are needed most and
then collect items as shoppers leave
the store.

Family members from age 5 and up
are welcome to help. Each hour
needs about 8 volunteers, so sign up
with your friends and family and do
good together!

Sign Up HereSign Up Here

mailto:matt_bultinck@yahoo.com
http://www.mightymustangs.com/TeamsSelect.asp?org=Mightymustangs.com
mailto:matt_bultinck@yahoo.com
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/20f0e4cabaa2aabfc1-gleaners


SCRIPSCRIP
To help reduce the cost of
your tuition, St. Lawrence

Catholic School participates
in the SCRIP program. SCRIP is

substitute money and is just
like a “gift card.” For more

info: http://www.stlawrence-
school.com/scrip-program

BOX TOPSBOX TOPS
Use App for regular and

digital receipts! Use bonusbonus
code GHOI6H6M GHOI6H6M when you

sign up to earn more!

KROGER REWARDSKROGER REWARDS
If you have a Kroger rewards
card, you can earn money

for the school with NO cost to
you. Just login to Kroger

Rewards, go to My Account,
then Community Rewards.
Search for “ST. LAWRENCE
SCHOOL PTO” and click

Enroll. 

http://www.stlawrence-school.com/scrip-program

